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HORN ISLAND AND PUSSESSION ISLAND GOLDFIELIE.

There in hat little to report for the year 1904 in
reference to tle Horn Island and Possession Island
Groldticlds, My, Fabley is still at work on the
latter with o small 'bl..l:'l-ur_v., but s doing little more
thinn paying expo

Un_Horn Iu]and & Mr. Cotkburn tock up o pros-
pecting ares, and npp:mnﬂ}' is :uﬂtdmﬂj' satizfied
with & ?n progpesls, as lw is erecting a small battery,
and shorily :|n+vunr|1$,. T bulieve, applying for u lonse,

JORDAN

[ leave the lomvur to forward you my report on
thie Jordan l?-]u]dﬂ-al.d. hﬁ;m ]1,'“1' 104, i

Furing last r the only cperations in g
i thi ;In'rl'ﬁ.n.n l'.-u{;:'bu]d. lave {m carried an :he
Jordan Cresk Gold Mining Ceanpany, Limi
their leasss Woa, 3 ond & This compan J are l-ltlb'
just conseneing to sink their shaft. 1 orushing
teterial exiracted to date hos been obtained fros
tunnel lgrele.  The eompany have crushed doring

Ou the old oumpany’s ground nothing is deing.
Eleven miners” righta hove boen applied for during
the year, and T hear of one or fwo {oe
vicking on somg of the snoil islands nesr Badu and
Man. [ have not heard of any prospecting being
done en this eod of the Cape Yl:n:rk Peninsula.

HUGH MILLMAN, Warden.

LOLDFIELID.

the wear HT056 tens of sione, which hes yielded
1008 o

A few foasiclors hnve besa gwt.i.n
l:u Henrievia Creek, but have hesn
ing in number,

No necidents have heen mjmrrmi

n little mold
ally desrens-

I*. MACARTHUR, Warden.

JURDAH AND OPALTON OPAL FIELIS.

Tis reply to your won., deted ilie 10tk Totober
ligt, I have the honour fo repoot haviog made
|ru,!|.1|:|1u concerning the operations respesting tle

pal indistry au ﬂm Jundale nnd Opnlton Opalbelds,
nm‘l T fimd r'||:“ it i o very difficult wntter to ascer
tuin the correct amoant of opnd raiesd an thees fields,
an the majority of miners who have found small
yuankities ore scadtered ccer a very large area of
comntey 3 some at the Jundal fields, others ot Horwe
Creek, and the romainder nboat Opalion,  Mest of
the nuners wleo dieposs of the wpal they find Locally,
bipth “out”™ and in the * rough” withoul saying any-
thing about it, or keeping any record of the mmount
they have eald.

As Iar ns T can ascertain, theve has been about
AR or £1,000 worth of opnl raised on thess fichds
during the vear, most of wheeh hae been sold o loeal
lbuyers or sent awny to different towns in the Stotes
for sale. T eannot hear of any being sent culside tha
Hrated for sale

There liss beon an albundant eupply of grass aod
wiater on the fields throughout the vear, hut the
mingrs do not appear to be i o finoneial position to
do el prospecling sinee the late drowght, which
disheartened and ruined o gress many of tham.

Most. of the niiners cnly work cecnsioally oo
the fields oow, doing work o fe surreunding
atabions, wich as ehearing, kanguroes shooting, &,
and o lack prospecting o between times.”  There
in every ]imp-ﬂ:t af the fields baing prospestod mor
thoroughly ab an Eﬂﬂ':_;l’ date, as many of the ald
iminers are unh." waitinys watil :!le:_r parn sufficient
pcmay o obtnin o sepply of raticns Lo enable them
to carky out the work of prospecting.  There lave
been ahout thirty awem, ou on NVErapE, working on
theay fields during the year, and the average depth
of the workings is abawt 30 foet.

Thers have only been ten muiness’ rights iksned
here during the yoar. There were no mining aeci-
denta reporied during ihe year.

In additien to apal chbiained, T might wen-
tum thit there wos about £500 worth of matric
raised during the year on these fields, which is dis-
penel of Gn o similar neoeer as the opal ; bud there
Juu not sppear to be any stuniclnrd wnlue for this

e, o th mh is naod quite equal to what is
vepuired ; 1.'||-E deannnd 8 not ao good as it
T been for l.'lu: heri-nr clags which hns hitharto bsen
eot on thess fielde

P. HANDLIN, Asting Mining Beglatrar,

BANGARGD HILLE

In vy report for the year 1908 T predicted that,
with nn nvernge rninfall, o greatly incrapssd anbpuat.
frotiy the mimes, aml &n apprecishla  inoresss in
reveiize and pojulation, might be looked for in 10H,
That vesr, however, I ragret to say, mnd AR N~
mun]!y dry one.  In tha auﬂr f the seasoh
thiere were pood raioe, which filled ﬂru oreeks md
wiborhules, arad advantage wos fuken by winars of
il pppertunity te freat Tnrpe secummlations of wasl-
dist. with satiefactory rorults. Then cone a loog
cpadl of Ary westher, during which olluvin]l miness
coadd An letle but maise Farilior stncks of washdirt in
awtivcipation of the rain, which did nof ngain fall in
quantiby antil leoands the end of the year.

Notwithatmuding  this Eraat deawlack, snd
annthar unfortunate drounstanee to which refarence
will be rade later on, thers has heen o marked fne
ereaee 0’ the value of oves roiesd as compnred with

MINERAT, FIRLIL

H-er'ruum years,  Revenue, unfortunately, shows a
eoreses, and the population remaine stationary,

Tz,

The greatest progress made wag in connection
with the properties at Twan, held by the Moeat
fratee Tin Mining Company, Limited.  This com-
pamny, in addition fo ifs manernl holdings, has an
up-to-date five-stamp battery, with some of the lalest
tin-dresaing applianees ; and, in additien to breating
ores PRl fromn the sorpany’s fiines, nlso treats
vres for the public at a frirly rensonable cost.  The
roault has heen that many previcusly alapdosed
alwwa in the vicinity have been refaken up, and a
gond denl of dovelopment is npparont in conpection
with now ventares. Some of these Tavter have proved
hizhly remunerative, amd the Becham Brothers, old
residents of the field, nre knawn to have done well of



late; in fact, to have made & substnntisl “rise.” OF
the cotnpany's mines, most development work has
heen dong in conpection with the Metropolitan, which
in ong of its drives shows 2 feet § invlves of gond ore.
A vonsidernble nmount of sinking aml driviag has
gloc taken place on the Empire, Cleopatro, abd
Achilles leases,  OF these latter the Cle Bppear:
the most pronising. The babiery has “warking
wollnigh eontinucusly, ond during the year ita crush-
inga have besm (wpproximately) ss follow : —For the
oompany = 1,546 tons of are, yielding some 66 tons
tin. For the public: §90 tous of ore, yielding 52
tore the, It has olee treated some G tone of sopper
ore, fof o fesult of 1 fon & owk. concenirates,

Useful as the little battery hes been, the time
las now onme for incressed crushing power, o
avokd," as tha energetic manager, Mr. Lloyd 3. o
ringe, rensarks, “the Inss, nmounting lo aboot one-
tenth of tha tin, awd reducing the craching coste”
Thia matter is now engnging the attention of the
directors.  The cost of crushing, it would sppear, has

ﬂ.'l'ﬂ’ll#’ﬁd about 1Ts. prer Lom,
or some years past the premier propecty on the

field won the group of mines known as the Waserley
Tin Mimes, sta by tlee old Wanerdeoy Company in
June, 1898, In developing the mines, and in the
eretion of machisery, this property must have cost
its soversl proprietors batween £30,000 gnd £40,000.
The lotest manager [Hr. Frank Fraser), who i alee
i ]u.rge. sharehalder, in his raview of the work of the
et twelig nonthe, states i-—" There i wo doalbt s
that tin aboamls o the counley, bt the dinles are
w0 patchy and chungeable that, so far, it has proved
unprofitahle to work the mines by the ewiplopment of
wages men ; Ue chubes are top aoall sl umcortain.
During my term of office as ionniger, snce February
last year, the vompuny lave been allowing worki
niinure to roise slene on Ghe company’a lewies fres of
rovalty ; Dhave also advaneed explosives, oud erueleed
tle ore st very reasonable rates; ond it ms besn
very grotifying to nue o eee that ssme of the trilu-
turn hava fairly well during the year; and 1
bediewa that so | ns the price of tin keeps at over
L1 per fon, and the minérs gel fore scesianed
bt the mature of the iodes aud of the country, the
vutput of tin from this lesalicy will continoe.  The
maprily of the men seem to be siisfied with the
vesilts, and 1 think they deserve all they get from
their indostey.”

The Waverley Company's mines from 1809 to
the elose of 1903 produced about £10,000 worth of
tin, Whethier they will produce more under the new
departura remaing to be esen; bk it B oeertain the
wirking miner hae now o oiiech better chames fo
lsnimtit himeelf thon he Bod in timea past.

The machinery consists of & ten-head crusbing
Linttery and concenlraliog plamts, and the compa
are prapaved to treat oll ore offoring, so long as it s
rich &nouph to pay fhe oxpense of trestment.

The 'ra ¢ battery ab Onkey Creok, owned
By Me Pl Poppenderf, s ale doing good work
it, too, crushes for the public st o vessonoble cost,
antd & peadd quantity of ore from mines in the vieinity
i# treated there.

The property koown oz the Wowsss Ruby Tin
Miwes, situnted some 8 miloe south of Cardwell, on
the Five-mila Cresk, Lag not barned cut as woll as
war antiipated, amd there are ruomouwrs of te
pawhable ahandomest. Ta the neljoining lense, held
Iy Cumniing and Johnstone, the snme nppliss,

Afluvial tin miners, although sorely handi
oapped by noeontireance of dry weather, moy be eaid
ta have had a fairly good time, a8 the plentiful rmine
its the early purt of the year enabled them to muecess
fully tront the lsrge reserves of washdirt enissd due-
ing the dry monthe of the preceding vear.

While en tlia subject, T may state that T have
ol i dimke =een reasom fa nlter iy ﬂmt-@:pm

apinicn that the Eangarco Hills Mizeral Field in a

field for the prdinary working miner.  Anyoa
in good henlth and poaseseing o rudimentary know-
ledge of mining, who i willing ro work, san keop
steady, and e & fow pou in his pocket as &
“atand-ly” for a possible dry seasom, 18 ceriam to
make & living, and possibly & competence.
Mopeower, ho will live in o delightful climsts, and be
able, al reaponable prices, to procurs all the neces
saries nnd not & Few of the luzuries of lifa.

Puapror or T,
For the vear eanded 31st December, 1008, the
produce has been spprozimately i—
Tin {black), 15 tens, st suy £70 per tom, £1,060
M, £75 «  ILATE
LR . 14,700

Tatal ... I i

Tlhis reture shows on incresse of £06,122, ns com-
pared with thak of the proviows twelve monthe

Tin (stream) 185 ,, .,

Corren, Sivem, axo WolFRis.

The most dissppointing fonture during the year
Juat clopsd hos been the collapse of the
venture known aa the Kangarss Hills Mansng srd
Nweelting Company, Dimated, at Ewnn.  Credited
with poaseaging some of the most valuable mines on
the tcld, natably the Theekln, and sommencing with
& capital which ot the tine woa copridered amply
sufficient for all requirements, the whele thing, as
far o8 moat of the origionl shordholders are ooo-
cerned, has tumbled dewn ©like & hosse of oaede”
Two rearrangements of teconsinecticns hiove ended
i one of the lugest lolders (Mr, Joha Moffatd) tak-
ing ever the properties on tribute. The sd smmple
of e Waverley Tin Mining Company secins to bave
led no pfect as an object lssson on the gentlamen
wha controlled the destinies of this latest 'pmmiﬂ:inlﬁ
mining venture, Summed up briefy, it may be s
that the whole of the subsoribed capital (st any rate
the greatest portion of it} hoa gone in surface
improvamgnts, leaving mothing with which to earry
on the development of the properties or to provide
for a temporary cheek ; and the medn proparty, tha
Theckla Mine, has beea proved, and is looking bedter
than ever.

Thie munager of the works, under date Japuary,
1905, writes :—" Owing to droughs aod  fiosnciel
difficaltzes, the conrpany bas been repentedly Mocked
in its aperations, amad work ectiely suspended, Both
ab the smelting works awd st the mines.” The score-
fary Eays—" Operations have besn muspeodsd for
wovnpal months now, owing 40 the ezhagstion of
capital.”

Praotioal wivers attribate the feilure  to—
{or} the unnecessurily lnzge expenditiore oo furmaces
sl plant ; (&) the groat distawces from the mines 1o
the furnaces, which entails the cost of 108, par ton
for cartage, und ot cerfain diy scasons and  web
wetsons. remders cartage of (ee ore inapossible (o) the
alsence of suitable flutes in the ores, apd consequent
diffienlties in freating the ores.

Viewsd frone ony  etandpoint, the failure is
prontly to be regretéed.  The Theokls, T am aseared,
lins pever looked e well ot st present; so thers i
still & chapoe of Mr Meflatt eeceeding whero the
company hee filed. Thot he mav do ao s the wish
of evervone interested in the future of the field.  Bud
it is indeed hasd for the sarlier shaveholders, wha
theught their troubles were over when the company
win formed, aml woke wp fo find dhey had but
COnmEnned.

The furnnes products during the time the
weliors were worling am valued ab £1,F0 de
They eamprise eopper, silver, snd lead,

A parcel of ore from the Troe Blus lease, owned
oy Messrn, Lenuwox and Ragwle, wea treated st the
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Mount Brown works, aod realised 16 tons conven-
trabes from 993 boos 10 owt. of cree This mine &
looking well, and the work of developmant. s
vending satiefactorily. The eame may be aa.uf:;
soveral other properiies in the nesr oeighbourbood.

There i not much wolfram mining on the fiald,
but some fow parcels bave coma to hand, and are
included in relurna for the year, which are oa
under—

Copper (umelted), say 1B tons st £850 £000
Copper (matte), say 16 tons st £14 244
Hilver, sy 7,806 oz at 2o Sl . ATE
Lond, sny 8 toms at £10 .. &0
Wollram, say T toos st L1060 700

£3,783

The alwove, added to the £37,025 tin produc
tion, gives s tofal of L5807 as the valus of
minerals won—an inerense of £T 904 88 oo pared
with the relurns for the preceding year, which, under
all virumstanoes, must be regnrded a8 aatisfactory.

Deerunsn in rovenus ia dus to the fact that rents
remfin Lupaid oo o nuwmber of leases wtill nominally
hold  but really unworked, and which doring the
present year will probsbly be declored forfeited or
abnndoned.

The leseon fo be learned from {lis is apparently
that, while geoerously rewarding individeal effort or
the eforts of amall parties of working miners, the
mines will nob pay large compnnics to exploit with
small sctunl, but relatively large nominal, sspotsl,
The field s, to all intents and purposes, a weorking.
imnn's Hebd, and ss sech it will romain, &t all avents
until further discoveriea have losaied more per
mnnent lodes.  The manager of Waverlay, referring
to tin, hits the nail on the head when he snys * the
chutes are 2o patchy ond shangesbla”

The only real difficulty the slhovial tiv worker
hag to face is the uncertainty of the minfall, which

sriplinarses te eomsity for him to come to tho faln
with the few pounds in his pocket as & "stand-hy"
to which I have previcusly referved. I he does that
ha is faidy certain of a profitabls retum for his
labour,

lizvexue axn PororaTios.

The rovenus for the vesr was na follows i—
Miners” righta, £46 108 rents of Minersl lessss,
dec., £362 1la. 3d.; totad, £409 e 3d—a falling-off
of £61 178, 8d., as compared with 1903,

The revenwe of the tield for the past seven
VENrs [8 B unday :—

BREVENUE FOR PAHY SEVEN TEAHLS.

& i,

1558 ET2 4 8
1589 Lya2 11 71
19400 1,133 10 4
191 Rl1B 11 &
1oz nad & A&
L4903 461 4 8
FELLIE Y 0 68 3
£6011 14 T

The eestinated populstion of the district may be
sel down at 350, of which numbsr some 260 are
GRS,

Mineral lesses in foros o the 31lst December
lust and applications therefor nwmbered 423, with a
groms ares of G130 acres.  Miners' lomesiead leases
and applications show a tetal of 11, with a ETOES &1
af 184 seres. During the year 10 new minegal logoes
wete applisd for, as sgainst 16 i 1504,

Ope mining necidemt was roporied. A small
atope Tell on cne of the contraslors at the Wargr]
Mine, when ho wns working in the wnin ghall, an
the blow rendesed him unconseious; he, howersr
apeedily pecoversd, and wes soon snons the woren T

tlee mishap.
G H BEWMAN, Warde.

MOUNT

Considered spart from the Mount Morgan Mine,
it must. be ndmitted thot this field hes shown reteo-
gromion during the year VMM, but the total relurns
for the vear compare favourably with these for 1903,
Tha olued Ealli H ococurred st the Mouwnt Usher
centre, at which place the Mount Tehor Mine alone
shows & decresse in the year's output of 3208 tons of
stome treated, amd of 1,266 oz of gold won, when
emnparsd with the returne for the previcus twelve
monthie, The Lemisgion Mioe at this cenire, bow-
ever, has shown improvepent, and there is some
progpect of this ]wﬁort Fielding fnir returns during
the gurrent year. The ]Ja:al. ::fualnﬁng for the vesr just
olomed yielded 132 oz, of gold, in addition to & poroel
of eoncomtrates, which mokes the crnshing worth
upwards of 20 dwt per ton, from 132 fons of stono.
This crushing may be taken ns an indicstion of what
the mine, when more fully opesed out ot the canborn
and, is copable of prodaning. J'.Ju.ri:ug Augu.ﬁ:_]u.q!. tha
anstern drive in this property posesd into much
blggor stope thon any hitherio penetrated, but the
pra for soane distenes wis of lowar thnn that
'prqri.-uul]r mieed. Tha lust mﬂring, howover, tnkeu
from tlee extreme end of the level, where the stone is
upwards of a foot in thickness, proves that the

uality is again improving.  The pressnt sorking

aft, which wea sunk towards the weatern end of the
property, is now nboat 506 feet from the fnee of the
lewal which passes right under the hattery site; and,
as this necessilates o considerable stnount of frock-
ing, both below snd above ground, the nan
intends to sink o pew sholt nesr e end UF“ﬁ:
gartern workings, which, when completed, should

MORGAN,

waterially lessen the cvet of wining. The yield of
wold from this property fer the year amounts te 366
o feom 300 tone of stone treated, as apninsd 01 Lone
for & yheld of 120 ve. daring 103,

o Mount Crber Mine, which lad begun i
full off about the middla of 1906, pryctically cessed
during the year under review 10 be a gold producsr.,
T'we or thres small vrushings from this property wors
put through the battery, bat the work earrigd on was
nainly E:tmpmﬁllg. A good deal of couniry below
nnd on Ne. 8 level hins bean explored, nnd o good deal
of attention hae been paid fo the Egan reef, bat
resulis bave been far fron salisfactory, Parts of the
property are, however, still being prospected, and it
W8 to B ]J_qped that the current year will prave more
propitzous then 1904, The cutput from this mine
for the year was only 2724 ox, froan 444 tons of stone
treated, as ngainat 15387 e won from 2,742 tons of
stome during 190 Mr. Willism Usher made streno-
v @fforta to devolop the Mount Tsher North into a
pavobde mine, but ke has met with dissppeintment.
The stone in this property ocours in lasge ireegilar
Liarches, but when mined in bulk the ore 3 of too
Lawr g:'udn:- Lo whan troapted st o smell r:run:h.'ing
plant,  During the vear Mr. Ualer pieked 536 tona
of the bettergrada ore, which yielded 218} ox of
gold,

The proprietors of the Fietor Mins, after & apall
umler sxesnption, rosumed work in the latter part of
e yuar, Binge then “I.ﬂ_"f have roisd 26 tona of are,
which yielded 43 oz of gold

Prring the year the old Yor (Vanrward Mina
wad tetaken up by a eniell local syndicate, whe, alt



